EARLY CHILDHOOD 
CLUB AT NECC 
HAVERHILL 


The Early Childhood club is a 
’ volunteer club that goes and does 
service projects for local children 
and their families. 

The club meets every other 
tues. at noon in C-201 in Haver- 
hill and every other sat. starting 
Sept. 20 in Lawnrence. 

‘The next Haverhill meeting 
will be the 23rd. 

Contact Gail Feignbaum at 
gfeignbaum@necc.mass.edu 
with any questions. 


AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL 
AND STUDENTS FOR 
A DEMOCRATIC 
SOCIETY 


Amnesty International, a hu- 
man rights organization and Stu- 
dents for a Democratic Society 
will be meeting at the same time 
on fridays at noon this fall. 

Meetings are in C109 


HOMES FOR OUR 


TROOPS 


NECC students are invited by 
the Radiologic technology pro- 
gram to participate in Homes for 
Our Troops and aid a local veter- 
an. 

The next volunteer opportu- 
nity is on Saturday, Sept. 20 at 9 
am to landscape the home of Sgt. 
Matthew DeWitt. 

To RSVP, email Communi- 
ty Outreach Coordinator Ashley 
Twigg at atwigg@hfotusa.org 


COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH GROUP 


Community Outreach Group 
is the community service club for 
NECC. 

Meetings take place at noon in 
room C105 on the Haverhil cam- 
pus. 
Contact faculty advisor Mere- 
dith Gunning at mgunning@necc. 
mass.edu with any questions. 


FLU SHOTS 
AVAILABLE 


Flu shots will be available for 
the NECC community in the El 
Hefni Allied Health and Technol- 
ogy Center on Thursday, Sept. 18 
from noon until 2 p.m. 

Flu shots will be covered by 
insurance, but they will cost 
$31.99 without coverage. 


? , Photo by Nicole Korb, General Studies major 
Fall is coming fast to NECC. This photo was taken last fall at 


the NECC Haverhill campus. 


Student Senate meets 


Student Senate met 


Sept. 9 for the first 
time this fall and 
discussed plans 


By Fara GREGORY 
Editor-in-Chief 

The NECC Student Senate 
had its first meeting of the semes- 
ter on Wednesday, Sept. 9 from 3 
p.m. to 5 p.m. in room A112 on 
the Haverhill campus and room 
L244 on the Lawrence campus. 
The meetings were joined by vid- 
eo conference. 


“Other students don’t know 
Student Senate exists,” said fac- 
ulty advisor and Student Engage- 
ment coordinator Dina Brown. 

A few of the senate members 
discussed better branding for the 
senate by wearing Student Sen- 
ate gear and having individual 
business cards with office hours 
to give to the students they rep- 
resent. 

Brown prompted Student Sen- 
ate members to think about what 
they could do for NECC this year. 

“What do you want to see out 
of your experience with student 
government,” said Brown. 

Currently the senate is help- 


TT er a ee ee 


Other students don’t know the student 


senate exists 
- Dina Brown 


$$ 


The purpose of the Student 
Senate is to provide represenation 
to NECC students and allow the 
students to have a voice in cam- 
pus and administrative matters. 

The Senate frequently meets 
with campus administrators and 
officials to address concerns 
throughout the semester and keep 
a pulse on decisions being made 
on campus. 

The Senate discussed success- 
es from the previous year and 
goals for the current year. 

A major goal for the Student 
Senate is to inform NECC stu- 
dents that they have a senate. 


ing to coordinate the ice cream 
socials that will be happening on 
Haverhill and Lawrence campus- 
es. 

The Lawrence ice cream so- 
cial will take place on Wednes- 
day, Sept. 17 in the Lawrence 
atrium at noon. 

The Haverhill ice cream social 
will take place on Friday, Sept. 19 
at 11 a.m in the Sport and Fitness 
Center lobby. 

The senate will also be attend- 
ing the CCSLA conference in 
Wakefield, Mass., and will hear a 
keynote by the first ever female 
CCSLA keynote speaker, Alexis 


Jones, the founder of I Am That 
Girl, a female empowerment or- 
ganization. 

The senate will collect pock- 
et change to compete with other 
community colleges attending the 


CCSLA conference to raise mon- 
ey for the keynote organization. 

The Student Senate may also 
have office hours this semester, 
so that a student representative 
will always be present in the Stu- 
dent Senate office, located in the 
B building on Haverhill campus, 
to answer questions or address 
concerns for students on class. 

The senate may also place 
suggestion boxes on campus for 
students to give feedback. 

A final piece of news from the 
senate is that they will be releas- 
ing newsletters in print and on- 
line for students to be updated on 
what is happening on campus. 

The’ newsletter will be called 
the “Knights Club newsletter” 
and it has information such as 
monthly events, club events and 
contact information for people on 
campus. 

Copies can currently be found 
by the Student Engagement Cen- 
ter in the Sport and Fitness build- 
ing on Haverhill campus. 

Student senate is currently 
looking for more members. There 
are five available seats in the sen- 
ate. 

Nomination petitions for el- 
igibility must be turned in by 
Sept. 19. Contact Dina Brown at 
dbrown@necc.mass.edu for more 
information. 

The Student Senate meets ev- 
ery Wednesday from 3 p.m. to 5 
p.m. in room A112 in Haverhill 
and L244 in Lawrence. 


THE NECC OBsERVER 
is ONLINE at 


Visit the Observer online for 
¢ advance stories 

¢ breaking news 

e bonus content 


The Observer is your newspaper! We want to hear from you. Write in to observer@necc.mass.edu 
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Letter from the 
web editor 


Dear NECC students, 


The Observer has a website! We’re 
all very excited. Not only that, we’ve 
also got a Twitter account and a Face- 
book page. 

This is a big deal for us, and it’s also 
(potentially) a big deal for you. 

We want to serve the NECC com- 
munity as best we can. With these new 
tools, that means we can offer breaking 
news, bonus content, and advance sto- 
ries. 

At observer.necc.mass.edu, we hope 
to bring you the most up-to-date infor- 
mation about what’s happening at all 
NECC campuses (btw, we’ve still got 
a position open on staff for Lawrence 
News Editor) and provide a more active 
space for community engagement. 

We plan on rolling out commenting 
functionality once we’ ve got a handle on 
the basics, and in the meantime we’re 
going to be: 

* on Twitter (@TheNECCObserver), 

* and Facebook (NECCObserver). 

Faith -- our Editor in Chief -- has 
already been checking and interacting 
with folks on both of those accounts, 
and I and a few other members of the 
staff are looking forward to joining in, 
as well. 

So if you’re looking for a way to 


reach out to us that’s less formal-ish 
than a Letter to the Editor, we’re there 
for you. 
ove 
This is also a big deal for us on staff, 
because most-to-all of us are looking 
forward to careers in journalism. Since 
it was first printed in the sixties, part 
of the point of the Observer has been 
to give its writers and editors hands-on 
experience with the mechanics of the 
news. 
The internet is part of that now, and 
I for one am thrilled that, moving for- 
ward, working on the Observer is going 
to mean getting experience with the in- 
ternet as a news and information medi- 
um. 
We also want to take a moment to 
thank NECC employees Nathan Gil- 
bert, Michele Simon and Cesar Gonza- 
lez Tellez, who did an extraordinary job 
over the summer putting all this togeth- 
er. 
Please, join us online for an exciting 
new era in the Observer’s news delivery 
technology catalogue. 


Best wishes, 


THOMAS SHAMMA 
Web Editor 
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“Getting back into 
routine.” 


| “Apple and pumpkin “The weather.” 
| picking.” 
| ALEXANDRA COTE 


Psychology 


NIKITA EsPINAL 
Deaf Studies 


ASHLEE FERRANTE 
Opinion Editor 


Have you taken Journalism I? Are you taking it now? 
Would you like to be on the Observer staff? Then submit 
your resume to observer@necc.mass.edu. 


Publication Schedule 
Issue Publication Date Ad/Copy Deadline 

#2 Sept. 17 Sept. 10 
#3 Oct. 1 Sept. 24 
#4 Oct. 8 Oct. 1 

#5 Nov. 5 Oct. 29 
#6 Nov. 19 Nov. 12 
#7 Dec. 3 Nov. 26 
#8 Dec. 10 Dec. 3 


We welcome letters and articles from our readers. You can submit via 
email, and must include — name and phone number for verification. 
Write “Letter” or “Article to Editor” in the subject line so we notice it 
right away. 
Send your letters to observer@necc.mass.edu 
We try to publish all letters we recieve, but we reserve the right to edit 


or reject those we recieve. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advertisers Inc., the Colombia Scholastic Press 
jation, and the New England Press Association. 


“Football GO PATS!” “More People.” : “Apple Picking.” 
AMANDA LINSDEY ScaRLET OROZCO NICOLE CHETSAS 
Nursing Nursing Genral Studies 
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Why take public 
noe Speaking? 


courses teach 


communication 
skills 


By ASHLEE FERRANTE 
Opinion Editor 

The idea of public speaking 
makes many people nervous. 
Many cringe at the thought of 
getting up in front of a crowd ora 
big audience. People can become 
nervous and forget what they had 
to say. 

But fear not; NECC offers a 
public speaking course that is 
worth taking. 

I was one of those people 
who was terrified of big crowds 
before I took this course. Public 
speaking courses can help stu- 
dents leave their comfort zone 
and learn to speak in stressful 
situations, like in front of large 
crowds or in important meetings 
or interviews. 

This lessons learned in the 
course can apply to everyday sit- 
uations. 

For example, if a friend asks a 
student if they could make a toast 
at their wedding, and the student 


knows they get nervous in front 
of big crowds, a public speaking 
course could help them learn how 
to make the toast and deal with 
the anxiety of public speaking.se. 

When I speak in front of 
crowds and my nerves start, I 
tend to talk very fast and stutter. 
One of the exercises that we did 
in my public speaking course, 
taught by Professor Linda Desjar- 
dins, .was to do a demonstration 
speech, which was my favorite 
project during the course. 

What made this project special 
was that it was timed, so I had 
no choice but to slow down my 
speech, and my words came out 
more clearly. 

Public speaking courses and 
courses like that can help stu- 
dents succeed in personal life and 
in professional life. 

In personal life, it helps stu- 
dents deal with the fear of speak- 
ing for large or intimidating 
groups. 

In professional life, public 
speaking teaches valuable com- 
munication skills that can be ap- 
plied to almost any situation. 


hoto by Ashlee Rose Ferrante 


Fall is in full effect here at NECC as the eaves start to fa 


and change colors. 


With fall atound the corner, its time to 5 trade aghice 8 


in for a pair of boots. 


iOS Aid fe ps 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


Books are less 
expensive online 


Struggling on 


Paying for your 
books? Fear not! 
By ASHLEE FERRANTE 
Opinion Editor 

Paying for college also means 
paying for textbooks. 

During my three years here 
at NECC, I have spent well over 
$1,000 on textbooks. My fresh- 


man year, I bought all my books 
brand new, not knowing that I 


nications, human biology and a 
human biology lab. I was granted 
$350 this semester for my books. 

I had heard that science text- 
books were expensive, but when 
the cashier in the book store told 
me that my bio book alone was 
$350, I nearly lost my breath. 

My Interpersonal Communi- 
cations book I got used and rent- 
ed, so it was only $83. 

Julia McKinney, a nursing ma- 
jor at NECC spent nearly $800 on 
her books this semester. 


DE ip pe 


I spent over $800 on my books this 
semester. 
- Julia McKinney 


Ln H. 


could get them used or even rent 
them. Over the course of three se- 
mesters I have rented or bought 
used books from the NECC book- 
store. But even purchasing used 
and renting is expensive. I found 
myself going back and forth to fi- 
nancial aid to get more money on 
my book voucher. 

This semester I’m taking three 
classes: interpersonal commu- 


I’d heard about students buy- 
ing or renting their books on- 
line, so I was curious to see the 
amount of money I could save if 
I purchased from sites like eBay 
or Chegg. 

Overall online prices look 
the best. If I purchased online, I 
would be saving close to $200. 
Next semester, I plan on looking 
online first before I check out the 
bookstore. 


Price Comparisons 


Interpersonal 
communications 


NECC Bookstore 
New: $169.00 
Rent: $83.00 

eBay: 

New: $68.83 

Chegg: 

Rent: $40.00 
Buy: $83.99 


Human Biology 


NECC Bookstore 
Bundle: $350.00 
eBay: 
Buy book: $16.95 
Buy lab book: $20.00 
Chegg: 
Bundle: $141.49 


Aivin 


WHY TRANSFER TO 
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY? 


Just 244 hours from Northern 


Our majors include nationally 
ranked programs in arts and 
sciences, business, engineering, 


health sciences, nursing and 


QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY 


275 Mount Carmel Avenue 
Hamden, CT-06518-1908 
203-582-8612 * Toll Free: 1-800-462-1944. 
‘Transfer information: www.quinnipiac.edu/transfer 


Essex Community College is 
a student-oriented university 
devoted to academic excellence 


and a strong sense of community. 


communications. And we’re 


committed to using the credits 
you've already earned. Visit 
www. quinnipiac.edu to see 
why Quinnipiac is your next step 
toward a bachelor’s degree and 


the career you want. 


OPEN HOUSE 
DATES 


September 20, 2014 
October 18, 20174» 
November 15, 2014 
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College communi 


The College Life and 
Services fair was 
held in Haverhill 


By Cuap GoRHAM 
News Editor 

The College Life and Campus 
Services fair was a sea of blue, 
yellow and white 


receive freebies from the advisors 
at the tables. 

The Tutoring Center had their 
entire schedule posted at their ta- 
ble, with all the dates and times 
for certain programs they can 
help with. Selena Torres, a crim- 
inal psychology major, was hap- 
py to find this table. “It’s great 


Students could be the fourth 
member of Snap, Crackle and 
Pop from Rice Krispies. 

“People love the cereal box 
photos and the air brush pennants, 
the staff making them work very 
quickly and are very creative 
with what they are doing, and ey- 
eryone is laughing and enjoying 

the final product,” 


The event, said Donna Passe- 
hosted by NECC’s Data says if students are connected to mato, #1 exercise 
Student Engage- - : science major. 

e enth Genicho an their college, they are more likely to Dushe ee Sher. 
Sept. 10, aims succeed man, a creative 


to help students 
learn about the 
various services, 
activities and 
clubs at NECC. It was very well 
attended. 

The fair helps students get ac- 
customed with their new college 
.and do their best in the new en- 
vironment. “Data says if students 
are connected to their college 
they are more likely to succeed,” 
said Dina Brown the Director of 
Student Engagement. 

Students can speak with rep- 
resentatives from clubs, organi- 
zations or services they may be 
interested in, and receive more 
information. While visiting at the 
different tables the students even 


- Dina Brown 


eS 


to know when they are available 
ahead of time so I can work it into 
my schedule,” said Torres. 

Jasmine Polanco, a liberal arts 
major, was working the Presi- 
dential Student Ambassador ta- 
ble. She said, “It is so much fun 
teaching all the new students 
about all the fun that can be had 
at Northern Essex, the students 
are finding it very helpful, they 
like how interactive it is with all 
the clubs.” 

One of the popular tables had 
students pose for a picture, which 
was put on a cereal box. 


Lawrence ene 
Sept. 3 


There was a medical emer- 


writing major, is 
new to the school 
this semester. It 
was the first event 
he attended at NECC as a new 
student and was very happy to 
see everything that NECC has 
to offer. “It’s a great way to get 
acquainted with a new campus.” 
Sherman had not yet signed up 
for any clubs but was still looking 
around and receiving all the in- 
formation and freebies the clubs 
and organizations were giving 
away. 

Robert Ewusi, an accounting 
major, has volunteered at the fair 
for the past three years and really 
enjoys helping out the students. 
Ewusi said he expects that is go- 


ty gathers for 


Students exploring all the club tables to see 


to offer. 


ing to help a lot of great things 
happen for students. 

Some additional information 
students could receive at the fair 
were internships now offered at 
NECC, Top Notch Players, The 
Gay Straight Alliance, jobs at 
UPS and more. 

While visiting all the repre- 
sentatives students could also 
collect stickers for a bingo board 
and when it was filled enter in a 


fair 


re es 
Sng? ‘ 


os 


< 
a 


Sea Rey Ra 


drawing for a special prize. There 
also were hamburgers and hot- 
dogs from “Dina’s BBQ” and free 
slush. 

“T collected all the stickers and 
got to enter the drawing” said, 
Joshephine Sebagisha a biology 
major. Students seemed to have a 
lot of fun collecting the stickers. 
“My friend and I kept comparing 
to see who was going to fill their 
card first,’ said Sebagisha. 


Photo by Chad Gorham 


Club representatives await students to help them out with the goings on on campus. 


Photo by Chad Gorham 


Like a scene out of a movies students mingle around the quad in Haverhill learning about 
all that goes on here at NECC through the College Life and Campus Services Fair. 
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Student awarded 


ated from North Andover High 


overcome her anxiety about re- 


NECC student granted scholarship 


Georgetown Bank 
Scholarship 


By ELLEN SMALL Davis 
NECC Newsroom 

After caring for family mem- 
bers who have struggled with 
cancer, Alzheimer’s disease, and 
physical disabilities Northern 
Essex Community College stu- 
dent and North Andover resident 
Cheryl Davis is fulfilling her 
longtime ambition of becoming a 
registered nurse — and a scholar- 
ship from The Georgetown Bank 


is helping her. 
“This scholarship is very 
important to me,” she says. “I 


couldn’t pay for my tuition with- 
out it.” 

Davis is one of six North 
Andover residents to receive an 
NECC Scholarship and one of 
250 NECC students overall to 
share nearly $200,000 in schol- 
arship money for the 2014-2015 
academic year. The majority of 
scholarships range from $500 to 
$1,000 and come from a variety 
of sources, including private do- 
nors, memorial donations, local 
businesses, and private founda- 
tions. 

The 39-year-old, who gradu- 


Learn practical sign 


School in 1993, attended North- 
ern Essex for several semesters 
before leaving to join the work 
force. After working for a number 
of years in retail she consulted 
with a vocational counselor who 


turning to the classroom. So, she 
began by enrolling in a phlebot- 
omy certificate then offered by 
iHealth@NECC. 

“J loved the program and 
working with patients in my ex- 


helped ternship. I 
her nar- : 

Other North Andover residents spelat we 
row her | 14 receive scholarships include: eae 
focus on Pp : realized =I 
her pro- : is:77 

P Michaela Ardagna, pan eo aus: 
fession- .__ | she says. 
: Chester W. and Sally Ann Hawrylciw 
al plans. : ee After 
. Memorial Scholarship : 
Caring : : completing 

Haley Lister-Robbins, 

for ais : 5 ; the phle- 

Deborah Pifer Memorial Scholarship 
number ; botomy 
. | Yakaira Capellan, : 

of rel- program in 
: Shannon Marr, 

atives 3 2012 she 
: Elizabeth Perry, and 

with : ae had a new 

Wentenh Lorraine Poitier-Butler, Found ccoki 

tonne NECC Foundation, Inc. Scholarship aaaneria: hee 

helped academic 


her realize her true calling was 
caring for ill individuals. 

Finding her calling was the 
easy part, she says. Returning to 
college offered its own challeng- 
es. It required some lifestyle ad- 
justments which included moving 
back into her parents’ home and 
reducing her work hours to ac- 
commodate school commitments 
like externships. 

After being out of school for 
many years, Davis also had to 


abilities and returned to complete 
the iHealth@NECC Healthcare 
Technician Certificate which pre- 
pares students to be entry level 
EKG technicians and phleboto- 
mists . 

“These iHealth programs 
served as a gateway to the nurs- 
ing program for me,” she says. 
“jHealth allowed me to come 
back to school while I worked 
full time.” 

She became a member of Phi 


Photo courtesy of NECC Newsroom 


Chery! Davis, North Andover resident and NECC student 


and scholarship recipient. 


Theta Kappa Honor Society and 
graduated from the Healthcare 
Technician Program with high 
honors. 

Davis has been productive out- 
side the classroom as well. In ad- 
dition to working at the Andover 
CVS store, she created a walking 
team for the Alzheimer’s Asso- 
ciation’s 2013 Walk to End Alz- 
heimer’s event in Andover. With 
the help and support of NECC, 
she also hosted an Alzheimer’s 
Awareness event at the Lawrence 
Campus. 


Since then she has been wait- 
listed for the NECC Associate of 
Science Nursing program. She 
has completed all her prerequi- 
sites and is currently enrolled in 
additional elective classes. 

“T have always loved to help 
others. I look forward to bringing 
comfort and healing to patients.” 
She is interested in working in 
oncology, pediatrics or elder care. 


This story is available online 
at necc.mass.edu/newsroom 


“Northern Essex 
Community College 


language at NECC 


Workshop Ba on 
sign language in the 


workplace 
By NECC News STAFF 

An eight-week American Sign Lan- 
guage (ASL) course designed to help 
employees communicate effectively 
with deaf or hard of hearing custom- 
ers/co-workers will be offered through 
Northern Essex Community: College’s 
Center for Corporate & Community 
Education beginning September 24, at 
NECC’s Haverhill campus 100 Elliott 
St. 

This course will help those new to 
ASL, develop linguistic skills to com- 
municate effectively with deaf or hard 


NECC bedside manner 


NECC offers customer 
service course for 
healthcare professionals 
By NECC News STAFF 


Great medical care is nothing without 
great customer service. Northern Essex 
Community College is offering a three- 
week, non-credit course titled “Custom- 
er Service for Healthcare Professionals” 
twice this fall at NECC Riverwalk, 360 
Merrimack Street, Lawrence. 

The course will be held from 6 to 9 
p.m. September 23 through October 7 
and again Octoberi28 through November 
18 (no class on November 11). The cost 
is $169 plus $25 for materials. 

The course will review how health- 
care professionals can establish a pos- 


of hearing customer or co-workers in 
various workplaces. Participants will 
also learn about American Deaf culture, 
accommodation materials available for 
these individuals, and when to when to 
request appropriate people to facilitate 
between hearing people and deaf/hard of 
hearing people, as well as looking at al- 
ternative ways to communicate. 

Larry Stephen, associate professor 
of deaf studies/ASL at NECC will teach 
the course which will be held Wednes- 
day nights, from 6 to 8 p.m. from 9/24 
through 11/12. The cost is $195 with a 
$15 materials fee. 


This story is available online at necc. 
mass.edu/newsroom 


itive first impression and how best to 
deal with difficult patients, families, and 
caregivers. Participants will learn strat- 
egies for managing patients’ fears and 
emotions, diffuse upset customers, and 
resolve complaints positively. 

This course is taught by Lisa Fab- 
bri, is an experienced adult educator, 
customer service consultant, Customer 
Connections, with 25 years of experi- 
ence working in healthcare. 

To view a complete list of all NECC 
noncredit programs visit http://www. 
necc.mass.edu/academics/courses-pro- 
grams/non-credit/ 


This story is available online at necc. 
mass.edu/newsroom 


four 
#NECC/ Life 
in Pictures 


Take part in NECC’s monthly photo challenge, and share pictures of 


your life at NECC. The winning photos will be posted on Facebook; and 


each monthly winner will receive a power bank charger. In May, 


there will be a grand prize awarded to the top winner. 


Monthly topics: 


SEPTEMBER: NEW BEGINNINGS: what do you look forward to most at 
the start of the school year? 


OCTOBER: NEW FRIENDS: Show us someone new you met. 
NOVEMBER: CLASS SELFIE: Ask your professor first! 


DECEMBER: FAVORITE LOCATION: Whatis your favorite spot on campus? 


JANUARY: NEW YEAR: Who or what motivates you? 


FEBRUARY: WINTER MIX: What is your favorite way to spend a snowy day? 


\K: How did you spend your Spring Break? 


}E: What is your biggest accomplishment at NECC? 


Submit photos by sending them to necclife@necc.mass.edu, or posting 
them to NECC's twitter account, @NorthernEssex; Instagram account, 
@NorthernEssex; or Facebook wall, www.facebook.com/NorthernEssex. 
Make sure to include #NECC/Life on all submissions. 


Visit www.necc.n 


s.edu/nec 


clife for contest rules and information. 
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Haverhill Public 
Library is hosting 
NECC art show 


By Kim WuitiInc 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 

The Haverhill Public Library 
is currently hosting an art exhibit 
featuring original graphic novels 
created by NECC students. 

The work was _ produced 
during the spring 2014 semester 
class entitled “Art and Literature 
of the Graphic Novel,” a learn- 
ing community course co-taught 
by professors Ginger Hurajt and 
Marc Mannheimer. 

In this project, students wrote 
and illustrated short graphic sto- 
ries, which were then compiled 
into the first volume of “Tales 
From the Valley.” 

This 44 page book is a collec- 
tion of 21 of these stories and was 
produced and published on the 
Haverhill campus. 

“The hardest part was learning 
to transfer what you’ve written 
into a picture that still tells the 
same story,” said Benjamin Pin- 
tor. 

He has been doodling illus- 
trations for as long as he can re- 
member, though he previously 
had little experience with writing 
his own story for which to pro- 
vide the illustration. 
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Arts & Entertainment 
Art and literature of the graphic novel 


Pintor is currently majoring in 
general studies with a focus on art 
and industrial design. He enjoyed 
the project and plans to pursue a 
career that allows him to use his 
artistic talent. 

Also featured is Dylan Mc- 
Dougall, an art major who was 
inspired at a very young age by a 
brother who was always drawing, 
as well as by a love for drawing, 

McDougall found poetry to be 
an invaluable outlet when experi- 
encing difficult times throughout 
his life. 


she could draw until she took a 
high school art class at the age of 
14. 

As she improved, she began to 
look for ways to incorporate her 
love of drawing and her love of 
film. 

Her favorite part of the class 
is that she finally learned how 
drawing can be connected to her 
career plans. 

“As an aspiring film produc- 
er, I can use my own storyboards 
to pitch my own ideas.” she said. 
Infante plans to transfer to the 
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My biggest goal is to change the world 
- Dylan McDougall 


SEERA 


McDougall is currently pre- 
paring to launch his own original 
clothing line called “Smile Just 
Because,” which will feature de- 
signs transferred to t-shirts and 
hats, for starters. 

While he is not clear about 
exactly what his long term career 
plans are, he said “my biggest 
goal is to change the world.” 

Currently a liberal arts major, 
Yosmarlin Infante didn’t realize 


film program at Fitchburg State 
College after graduation. 

A reception was held on Sept. 
11, 5 to 7 p.m. in the library’s 
Johnson Auditorium, allowing 
visitors to purchase the book and 
meet the artists and view the sto- 
ryboards they created. 

Artwork will remain on dis- 
play along the second floor gal- 
lery at the Haverhill Public Li- 
brary until Sept. 30. 


Theater News 


Preparations for the 

fall presentation of 
“Front” by 

Robert Caisley are 


under way 
By Kim WuitINnG 


Arts and Entertainment Editor 

Preparations are already under 
way for the fall presentation of 
“Front” by the Top Notch Play- 
ers. 

Auditions were held on Sept. 
10, 6 - 8 p.m. in the Chester w. 
Hawrylciw Theater on the third 
floor of the Spurk building. 

Colin Sarff is a liberal arts 
theater major who was helping to 
coordinate the audition. 

Sarff participated in two pro- 
ductions last year, “Much Ado 
About Nothing” and “A Christ- 


abroad program. 

Set in 1940 and 1941 during 
the London Blitz, this play is the 
story of the people left behind 
when the men go off to war. 

There will also be an addi- 
tional performance on Nov. 9 at 
7 p.m. that is an exclusive per- 
formance and is not open to the 
public. 

Returning to the stage this se- 
mester is veteran performer Han- 
nah Heckman-McKenna. 

She returned to school in 
2006 as a theater major and has 
been taking one or two classes 
each semester. 

As an aspiring actress, she not- 
ed that “The experiences I’ve had 
here will add a lot to my resume.” 

Heckman-McKenna has had 
roles in many performances 
over the years, including partici- 
pating in the Top Notch Players 
2012 trip to Scotland to perform 
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It’s so important to take risks as a college 
student. 
- Jim Murphy 


DD 


mas Carol” and said that he made 
many great friends by joining the 
theater and improved his grades. 

“My two theater classes 
helped me make the Dean’s List,” 
he said. 

Sarff will not have a role in 
Front because he will be spend- 
ing the balance of this semester in 
Bath, England as part of the study 


“American Gothic.” 

She also really enjoyed play- 
ing Abbie Brewster in “Arsenic 
and Old Lace”. “That was a role 
I had wanted to play for years.” 
She said. 

Professor Jim Murphy is 
pleased with the turnout. He be- 
gan advertising the auditions on 
Facebook back in June and fol- 


opening reception on Sept. 11. 


To purchase a book for $5, 
or for more information, contact 


Photo by Kim Whiting 
Yosmarlin Infante shows off some of her artwork at the 


Marc Mannheimer at mmann- 
heimer@necc.mass.edu. 


lowed that up with school wide 
e-mails in Aug. and early Sept. 

More than 30 students tried 
out, and many of the roles will go 
to first year students. 

Theater classes are also well 
attended here at NECC, accord- 
ing to Murphy, and many students 
find that there is more opportuni- 
ty to obtain desired roles as a first 
or second year student. 

“For some of these students, 
this is not only their first pro- 
duction here, but their first time 
in any theater production.” said 
Murphy. 

“It’s so important to take risks 
as a college student.” 

There are many opportuni- 
ties to assist with productions 
throughout the process, even for 
those who do not want to act. 


Photo by Ki 
Professors Jim Murphy and Susan Sanders prepare or 


auditions on Sept. 10. in the Chester W. Hawrylciw theater. 


hiting 


Help is welcome with stage 
lighting, sound, the creation of 
sets and props, as well as costume 
design. 

The rehearsal schedule will be 
posted soon outside of the theater 
and will include a schedule for 
working on the stage preparation. 

Anyone who is_ interested 
can stop by the office at C317C 
to speak with the theater direc- 
tor. 

Rehearsals began on Sept. 14, 
and the performance schedule is 
as follows, Nov. 6, 7, 14 and 14 
at 7:30 p.m., Nov. 13 at 4 p.m. 
and Nov. 16 at 3 p.m. 

For more information, contact 
Jim Murphy at jmurphy@necc. 
mass.edu, ssanders@necc.mass. 
edu, or ‘Like’ the Top Notch 
Players on Facebook. 
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Feedback from Lawrence students 


Students on the 
Lawrence campus 


want more stories 
By CuristinA HILLNER 
Staff Writer 

On Monday September 15th, 
Lawrence hosted it’s College 
Life and Campus Services Fair, 
which highlights clubs and orga- 
nizations on both campuses: 

At the Observer table a paper 
was posted specifically to get 
feedback from Lawernce students 
for what should be included in the 
school’s newspaper. 

Feedback from students is val- 
ued greatly by the Observer staff, 


| White Fund and 
_NECC lecture 
_ explores the history 
_ of Lawrence 

By NECC News Starr 


A Northern Essex Commu- 
nity College White Fund lec- 


| ture featuring the history of the 
| development of Lawrence is 
| being held on Thursday, Sep- 


| tember 25 from 1:30 p.m. to 3 
p.m. at Lawrence High School, 
Performing Arts Center, 70-71 
| North Parish Road, Lawrence. 

During the lecture, “Law- 


j) rence and New Beginnings”, 
Susan Grabski and Mike Hearn 


will tell the story, along with 
visuals, of how Lawrence came 
to be a great center of industry. 

This event, which is free and 
open to the public, will give 


which makes the job fun for the 
staff to inform everyone what is 
happening on both campuses. 

The number one request by 
students like Liberal Arts major 
Jasmine Polanco is for “more 
Lawrence topics.” 

There have been not many sto- 
ries from Lawrence lately despite 
efforts of students to cover both 
campues. The Observer’s goal for 
this year is to cover more stories 
in Lawrence. 

Many of the articles are based 
on the Haverhill campus because 
of where the newsroom is locat- 
ed, the classes the staff attends 
and the proximity of the campus 
to where they live. 


rinded by Faith Gregory 
New and returning students explore the College Life and 
Campus Services Fair in Lawrence on Monday, Sept. 15. 


There is a demand from stu- 
dents on the Lawrence campus 
for more stories based on that 
campus. Students also gave sug- 
gestions on articles to write, 
which gives the staff motivation 


stories, specifically softball, bas- 
ketball, and baseball. Bernardini 
plays for the NECC softball team. 

Business major Alba Diaz 
suggested more articles should be 
written about the transition from 


Sometimes people forget that there 
are more than one campus building in 
Lawrence 

- Maddi Wilson 
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to write these stories. 
Criminal Justice major Kayla 
Bernardini suggested more sports 


high school to college. 

The Observer tries to keep all 
stories NECC based, or tries to 
bring outside stories that relate to 
NECC students and staff. 

“Sometimes people forget that 
there are more than one cam- 
pus building in Lawrence,” says 
NECC student Maddi Wilson. 

In Lawrence, there are a total 
of six buildings, five of them in 
walking proximity to each other. 

These buildings are the John 


R. Dimitry Building, the Louise 
Haffner Fournier Education Cen- 
ter, the Dr. Ibrahim El-Hefni Al- 
lied Health and Technology Cen- 
ter, iHealth and the 420 Common 
Street building. 

The Riverwalk building is lo- 
cated right off of I-495 along the 
Merrimack River. 

Recently in the summer, Riv- 
erwalk acquired a new gelato 
place, Scooptopia. 

“My only Lawrence class is 
in the Riverwalk, and Scooptopia 
is where the Coffee Cann used to 
be until they moved across the 
street. It’s not that bad, and brings 
a different vibe to the campus,” 
says general studies major Olivia 
Lucey. 

The Observer is actively look- 
ing for a Lawrence campus edi- 
tor, who has already taken or is 
taking a journalism I course. 

For more information, e-mail 
the | observer@necc.mass.edu. 
The Observer also always wants 
to hear from the students and fac- 


ulty! 


Photo by Faith Gregory 


Lawrence students went from table to table collecting 
stickers and learning about clubs. 


Lawrence, from ‘New City on the 
Merrimack’ to ‘Immigrant City’ 


people an understanding of how 
Lawrence grew from the “New 
City on the Merrimack” to the 
“Immigrant City”. Grabski will 
present an overview of Law- 
rence history. Hearn will focus 
on the Essex Company’s roles 
in the development of Law- 
rence. 

Grabski, executive director 
of The Lawrence History Cen- 
ter, is a native of Andover now 
living in Haverhill. She has a 
degree in art history from UMa- 
ss Lowell. Grabski has been a 
board member and treasurer of 
the Lawrence History Center 
since 2010. 

Hearn, director of library 
services at Northern Essex 
Community College, is the au- 
thor of the soon to be published 
historical non-fiction, “The 
History of The Essex Compa- 
ny”. As the former archivist of 
the Lawrence History Center, 


he has extensive knowledge 
of Lawrence’s history and will 
present this information in the 
lecture. The Nashua NH resi- 
dent holds a Bachelor of Arts in 
American Studies from Wash- 
ington College and a Master of 
Library Science from Universi- 
ty of South Carolina. 

For additional information 
on this lecture, contact Martha 
Leavitt,director, campus oper- 
ations & procurement- Law- 
rence Campus at mleavitt@ 
necc.mass.edu. The White 
Fund’s purpose is to have a 
free series of interactive pre- 
sentations for Lawrence-area 
adults, youth, and children. The 
audience is encouraged to seek 
wisdom, cultural enrichment, 
and intellectual enhancement 
by attending and participating. 

Funded by a generous finan- 
cial gift from the Honorable 
Daniel Appleton White, the 


White Fund Lecture Series has 
provided cultural conversation 
featuring well-known lecturers 
in fields such as history, liter- 
ature, travel, the arts, and pol- 
itics. The White Fund is collab- 
orating with Northern Essex on 
this series. 

For additional information 
or to be notified of upcoming 
events in the White Fund En- 
lightenment Series, call 978- 
738-7403 or visit www.necc. 
mass.edu/whitefund. 

The views expressed in the 
White Fund Enlightenment Se- 
ries Presentations are the views 
of the speaker and do not neces- 
sarily reflect the views or poli- 
cies of Northern Essex Com- 
munity College. 


This story is available at 
necc.mass.edu/newsroom 


Lecture 


on the 


History 
of the 


development 
of 


Lawrence 


Organized by the NECC 
White Fund 


Thursday 
1:30 to 3 Pp. nm. 
Lawrence High School 
Performing Arts Center 
70-71 North Parish Road 
Lawrence. 
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Veteran talks about 
learning experiences 


at NECC 


By ReBecca WESTERMAN 
Features Editor 

At NECC there are many peo- 
ple from all walks of life and with 
different experiences to bring to 
the table. 

Rob Wormald, a philosophy 
major, served in the United States 
military. Wormald was a Recon- 
assiance Marine with the rank 
of Sergeant (E-5) in the Marine 
Corps, with 2D Reconassiance 
Battalion, Charlie Company. He 
came back to NECC after initial- 
ly enrolling at age 18, and then 
going off to the Marine Corps. 

“I got out of high school in 
2005, I came here for a semester 
before I got into the military and 
it’s just funny coming back be- 
cause I see how I used to be, you 
know when I was 18,” Wormald 
said. 

A lot has changed for Wormald 
since that one semester, and after 
gaining a ton of life experiences 
in the military. 

“It’s an adjustment for sure, 


many valuable life skills from his 
time in the military, and the good 
qualities he learned are a mean- 
ingful advantage in his school 
life. But it’s important to be able 
to leave the other stuff behind. 

“Tn all honesty, anything I did 
in the military doesn’t really car- 
ry over as far as I’m concerned, 
unless you talk about work ethic, 
maturity, stuff like that -- which 
is good, but I shouldn’t get an A 
because I was in the military.” 

One of the biggest challenges 
Wormald has faced in coming 
back to NECC is some professors 
have not quite been understand- 
ing of the adjustment involved in 
coming back to civilian life. 

“I’m not gonna let someone, 
just because they’re a professor, 
think that they’re above me and 
show me the same respect that 
I’m showing you. Good profes- 
sors understand that it’s how you 
carry yourself. They may not 
know you’ re a veteran but the way 
you address them when talking to 
them personally ,emails and stuff. 
I come to school like it’s a job.” 

School in many respects is 
preparing its students for careers, 
and treating school like a job is 
key for success. Wormald said 
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The biggest adjustment is realizing the 
military thing is over. Take the good stuff 
with you... 

- Rob Wormald 
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just the way that you interact with 
people and like the way I could 
talk in the military is not the way 
that I could talk now -- and it 
should be like that, too, because 
it’s a different animal. 

In the military you’re judged 
more on what you’re capable of 
doing and what you have done, 
and your presentation is real- 
ly kind of on the back burner if 
you’re swearing all the time and 
stuff. “It’s like a huge locker 
room,” Wormald said. 

On a college campus, every- 
one is on an even playing field 
-- which is a huge adjustment for 
a sergeant, coming from a rank 
where respect is granted automat- 
ically. 

“Tt doesn’t matter what you 
did in the military. No one cares, 
and they shouldn’t. Not that they 
don’t care that you did it, but you 
chose to do it.” 

Wormald said, “No one forces 
you, you weren’t drafted and it’s 
just hard coming from five years 
of that and I was a sergeant, I was 
an E-5 so you have a little bit of 
power as far as when you’ re there. 
In the respect you should be back 
in the real world, you shouldn’t 
just get that (respect) just because 
you’re in the military.” 

Because of his habits of higher 
rank, Wormald has had to fight a 
tendency to demand more respect 
of his peers and professors than is 
given to the general student body. 

He stressed that he learned 


that if he hadn’t spent time in the 
military before coming to NECC, 
“it would definitely be different. 
[In the military,] a lot of it is rank 
structure and stuff like that, and 
luckily the unit I was with, rank 
obviously mattered, but it was 
more about what you brought to 
the table to make your platoon 
better and your battalion better.” 

This has helped Wormald cope 
with professors who weren’t re- 
spectful in the way he felt they 
ought to have been. 

“Don’t be afraid to ask them 
questions, don’t take what they 
say for face value if you have a 
question. Don’t be afraid to chal- 
lenge them,” Wormald said. 

“It’s funny, it was my first day 
at NECC coming back. The pro- 
fessor sets this table of what you 
think school is gonna be like. My 
first class, the teacher that I had 
for that class she had said some- 
thing about wherever she was 
from didn’t have an army so they 
had no blood on their hands. And 
that was my first like, ‘welcome 
to college,’ and I’m sitting there 
thinking I got buddies that died.” 

Situations like this are just part 
of the shift from military life to 
that of a college student. 

Both students and professors 
have a variety ideas, morals, and 
ways of thinking -- and exploring 
those different experiences is part 
of what makes college both chal- 
lenging and frustrating. 

Wormald said that he can usu- 


Photo courtesy of Rob Wormald 


Rob Wormald in uniform on at the Bay Team 2 doing infil- 


tration prep. 


Photo courtesy of Rob Wormald 


Rob Wormald posing with his godson Kagan out of uni- 


form 


ally tell within the first day of 
class whether a professor’s style 
and ideals meshes with his own. 

“How are you going to set the 
tone for any veteran, and obvi- 
ously you’re right there I’m al- 
ready gonna have my defenses up 
and now it’s like, ‘so that’s how 
it’s going to be,’ and I thought 
every professor was going to be 
like that until I really got to know 
them.” 

Despite the rough - start, 
Wormald is very happy at NECC. 

“J think NECC is a great 
school. First of all, the improve- 
ments they’ve made, when I was 
first here the tech center wasn’t 
here and all that stuff it’s a lot of 
what you make of it. 

I think NECC does a great job 
to where other than one or two 
professors I’ve had, they’ve all 
been very good as far as even if 
they disagree with my views they 
aren’t disrespectful.” 


A roadblock for many students 
is fear of sounding unintelligent 
in a classroom setting or not hav- 
ing those skills to articulate them- 
selves in a manner where they 
will be understood. 

“Just because someone can’t 
talk the greatest in a public set- 
ting doesn’t mean they’re not 
intelligent. They just don’t have 
those skills yet to get their point 
across.” 

“I’ve had some classes with 
people that knew me outside of 
NECC and when they’re in class 
they’ re like “wow, you’ re actually 
pretty intelligent!’” 

The GI bill is a huge help to 
all veterans. When a person com- 
pletes their military service, they 
fill out the Veteran Action Form 
or VON app, and they are provid- 
ed 36 months of school. 

The GI bill will cover many 
different types of schools and 
programs, including technical 


schools, community colleges and 
four year colleges. 

The veteran then submits the 
Veteran Action Form. The amount | 
a veteran gets for other things like 
housing depends on where they 
are located, but school is almost 
always entirely covered. Parts of 
the GI Bill include tuition, book | 
stipends, and BAH or basic hous- 
ing allowance depending on loca- 
tion. If schooling is not entirely 
covered by the GI bill, a veteran 
can contact the Yellow Ribbon 


Project and organizations like it 
for further aid in school or other 
services. 

“I use the GI bill, so I don’t 
have to pay anything but do two 
years here, save your money and 
go wherever you want. I think 
just the environment, the peo- 
ple I’ve worked with as far as in 
classes and stuff like that, is pret- 
ty good.” 

Wormald highly recommends 
that any veteran returning from 
serving in the military should 
come to school, even if they don’t 
know what they want to do. It can 
help veterans reacclimate to civil- 
ian life. 

“The biggest adjustment is re- 
alizing the military thing is over. 
Take the good stuff with you, the 
work ethic, the memories, the 
maturity; but the other stuff you 
gotta just leave behind. That’s 
the hardest part because you’re 
coming from somewhere you 
mattered if you had an opinion, 
people are gonna listen. 


Now it’s, like, not that peo- 


ple won’t listen but you’re just a 
student just like everybody else.” 
One struggle Wormald faces is 
watching other students in some 
of his classes not taking it as seri- 
ously as himself especially when 
it becomes distracting to his own 
learning experiences. 

“You gotta have respect for 
your instructors, and they will 
show it to you back. That’s the 
biggest thing, the way you come 
off. If 1 see someone texting or 
something like that near me and 
that’s distracting me then I’m 
gonna tell you, because now 
you’re taking away from my 
learning. If you don’t wanna 
learn go sleep in your car; I don’t 
really care.” 

A turning point in Wormald’s 
academic career came in one of 
his classes where he was to give 
a presentation and the girl sitting 
near him under her breath to a 
friend mentioned how she was 
nervous to present after him. 

This is a big deal for someone 
who was previously not comfort- 
able articulating his thoughts in a 
classroom setting or presentation. 

“Tt was actually pretty cool be- 
cause I was in one of my classes, 
and I was supposed to do a pre- 
sentation, and I remember one of 
the girls sitting behind me was 
like ‘oh I don’t want to go after 
him’ (referencing Wormald) be- 
cause you know, like I said I’m 
able to really articulate myself. 
I took that as a compliment be- 
cause I do realize how far I’ve 
come.” 
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Concerns about — 
public safety article 


To the editor, 

. You did a very nice job with 
the Public Safety article, but 
when we met I asked if I could 
review the article to insure that 
‘nothing was included that was 
not clear. 

I understand why you felt ethi- 
cally you could not share the sto- 
_ry before it was published, but it 
“appears that one very important 

point was not totally clear in the 

article. 
_ The College is an entity of the 
. Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
and as such we need to follow 
state law and best business prac- 
tices when awarding contracts. 
State law recommends and best 
business practices call for the 
_ College to put out to bid all of our 
' major contacts. 


7 


- 
: 
: 


come s 


‘Howard Dean will 
kick off the 
“speaker series at 


NEGCC 


By Farru Grecory 
_ Editor-in-Chief 
- | Howard Dean will be speak- 
_ ing at Northern Essex on Wednes- 
, day, Sept. 24th at 11 a.m. in E155 
in the Haverhill campus. 
Dean is the former Governor 
_and Lieutenant governor for the 
; state of Vermont. He ran for the 
. Democratic Presidential nomina- 
, tion in 2004. 
Dean was also the chairman 
of the Democratic National Com- 
mittee. 
, Richard Padova of the Global 

Studies Department is responsi- 
, ble for organizing the 2014-2015 
; NECC speakers series. 
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For Public Safety this was 
done in 2008. EIS was the suc- 
cessful bidder and they were 
awarded a three year contact that 
allowed for several mutual agreed 
upon one year extensions. 

The feedback that I have re- 
ceived about the Public Safety 
article in today’s Observer is that 
it appears we are putting the con- 
tract out to bid to find a replace- 
ment for EIS. This is not the case. 

We are biding the contact to 
conform with State Laws, best 
business practices and to get the 
most value for the money being 
spent. 

We fully expect that EIS will 
be one of the bidders on the RFP 
and if they present the best re- 
sponse we will gladly sign a new 
contract with them. 


This may seem like a small is- 
sue, -but it is very concerning to 
EIS employees that could be ef- 
fected by any changes that Col- 
leges might make. 

Is there a way we could do 
some kind of clarification that 
says something like “While 
NECC is happy with the contract 
we currently have with EIS, state 
law and best practices require the 
College to rebid the contract on a 
regular basis. 

We fully expect for EIS to be a 
bidder on the contract and if their 
proposal is the best one received, 
the College will gladly sign a new 
contract with them.” Thank you 
for considering my request, 

David Gingerella 

NECC vice president for ad- 
ministration and finance 


Howard Dean will 
peak at NECC 


Courtesy photo 


Howard Dean is a public figure and politician that will 
come speak in a NECC’s speaker series. 


Expressing thanks 


To the editor, 

I would like to extend my 
deepest thanks to my friends and 
acquaintances here at NECC. 

Your kind words and ex- 
pressions of condolences have 
touched me very deeply. For those 
who knew about and attended my 
husband Albert’s memorial ser- 
vice, thank you so much. 

My husband, Albert, intro- 
duced me to this school back in 
2001 and I will always thank him 
for that. 


I received my associate’s de- 
gree in 2008 and more impor- 
tantly have made many, many 
friends. 

The faculty and staff here at 
school are among some of the 
most respected persons I have 
had the pleasure of having as in- 
structors, and now work with. 

The best part of my day is be- 
ing here and being able to assist 
other students. I am proud to say 
that I am associated with NECC. 

Again, my sincere thank you. 

Beth LeCourt 


“Real Women 
Have Curves” 


Top Notch Players 
will stage dramatic 


reading 
By Kim WHitING 


Arts and Entertainment Editor 

Under the direction of profes- 
sor Jim Murphy, Top Notch Play- 
ers will perform staged readings 
based on the 1996 play “Real 
Women Have Curves,” by Jo- 
sephina Lopez. 

“It’s about the empowerment 
of women and immigrants,” Mur- 
phy said of the play, which was 
also turned into an award win- 
ning movie. 

Set in East Los Angeles in 
1987, the readings tell the story 
of five Mexican-American wom- 


en working in the garment busi- 
ness. 

The cast is composed of five 
female readers and one male nar- 
rator and includes students from 
Lawrence, Haverhill and North 
Andover. 

The readings are free and open 
to the public and will take place 
on Friday, Sept. 19 at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Dimitry building, 45 Franklin 
Street, Lawrence and on Satur- 
day, Sept. 20 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Chester W. Hawrylciw Theater on 
the third floor of the Spurk build- 
ing, 100 Elliot Street, Haverhill. 

For more information, contact 
Susan Sanders at ssanders@necc. 
mass.edu or Jim Murphy at jmur- 
phy@necc.mass.edu. 


Art Space 


The Bentley Art 
Space in Haverhill 
is preparing for its 
next show 


By Kim WHITING 

Arts and Entertainment Editor 
Beginning on Sept. 30, the 

Bentley Library - Art Space will 

host a collection of work by self 

proclaimed “portrait artist of the 

mundane,” Jeff Henriques. The 


event will begin with an opening 
reception and artist talk on Tues- 
day, Sept. 30, from 3 - 5 p.m. 

The display, which is being 
sponsored by the NECC Foun- 
dation and the Art and Design 
Departments, will continue to be 
available for viewing until Nov. 5 
on Monday - Thursday 2 - 9 p.m., 
Friday 2 - 5 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. 

For more information, con- 
tact pkidney@necc.mass.edu or 
mmannheimer@nece.mass.edu. 


-NECC Haverhill shrouded in fall fog 


Photo by Nicoe Korb, General Studies major 


10 * NECC Observer * Sept. 17, 2014 


Sports Editor 
Informational 


meeting for track 


and field athletes 
coming soon 


There will be an informa- 
tional meeting for track and 
field on Wednesday, October 
8. 2014 at 5 p.m. The meeting 
will take place in the lobby of 
the Sports and Fitness Center 
on the Haverhill campus. To 
whom it may concern, track 
and field is a spring sport at 
Northern Essex. 


The women’s 
basketball season 
will begin soon 


The women’s basketball 
team is currently practicing to 
get prepared for the 2014 sea- 
son. The Knights’ first game 
will be on Saturday, Novem- 
ber 8, 2014 at Lincoln Col- 
lege of New England. Their 
first home game is the follow- 
ing Tuesday, November 11, a 
home game against Gateway 
Community College. 


Softball and 
baseball teams are 
scrimmaging 


Both the baseball and soft- 
ball teams are playing a short 
fall scrimmage season to pre- 
par@themselves for the main 
Spring 2015 season. The 
baseball team is looking for 
a fourth straight trip to the 
NJCAA World Series, while 
the softball team is ready to 
make a name for themselves 
after a dissappointing first 
year in the program’s history. 


Men’ and women’s 
basketball schedules 


are now available 


Visit the Athletic 
Department’s new website 
at athletics. nece.mass.edu 
for full printer-friendly ver- 
sions of the Knights’ season 
schedules. Throughout the 
year, the website will be up- 
dated with each of the Knights’ 
varsity sports schedules and 
game scores. 


Be sure to come out 
and support your 
NECC Knights! 


Sporting events are an inte- 
gral part of the college experi- 
ence. Be a part of something 
bigger than yourself; come out 
and support your home team. 
The support is appreciated, 
and we want to have the best 

“home-field advantage around! 


Knights pushing forward 
with new offense, defense 


Men’ basketball 
looks to veteran 
leaders in 2014 


By Mike ALOonGI 
Sports Editor 

The NECC Knights men’s 
basketball team begins their 
season in a few weeks, 
and excitement is building 
around the program this year. 

Although the Knights lost 
several players last. year, 
a solid core of returning 
sophomores plan to anchor 
a young team with plenty of 
athleticism. 

Ryan Grant, Parker Rogers, 
and Chris Corey plan to bring 
some veteran leadership to 
the relatively young Knights 
squad. 

Chris Corey, a Knights’ 
captain this season, is excited 
to get the year started. 

“T just want to start playing, 
I’ve been waiting all sum- 
mer,” Corey said. 

When asked about his 
summer preparations, Corey 
made it clear he is looking to 
make a splash this year. 


“lve been playing more 
than ever this summer, 
anywhere I can get on the 
court. I’ve been really 
dedicated, I’m finally taking it 
seriously.” 

Head Coach Darren 
Stratton says, because of the 
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Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
Sophomore Parker Rogers is one of three returning start- 
ing players to the Knights in the 2014 season. 
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“66... 2h) a ee 
I like the recruiting class we’ve brought 
in, we’re just looking to take things one 
game at a time... 
- Darren Stratton, Head Coach 
Men ‘ss Basketball 
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youth, the team will strive 
more for chemistry than 
anything else this year. 

“T like the recruiting class 
we’ ve brought in, we’re just 
looking to take things one 
game at a time and improve 
every day,” Stratton said. 

The new Knights lack size, 
with their tallest player at 
roughly 6’5”. Because of that, 
Stratton plans to take a more 
up-tempo approach to the 
offense this season. He plans 
on playing an open post 
scheme, which focuses moreon 
perimeter play and _ will 
showcase the Knights’ athletic 
ability and the open up many 
three-point opportunities. 

With the abundance of 
wing players at Stratton’s dis- 
posal, the opportunities for 
slashing to the basket and 
getting points in the paint will 
be plentiful. If the Knights 
can also show the ability to 
team rebound, the Knights 
will be in it until the end. 

In addition to running a 
wide-open offensive scheme, 
the Knights will be looking to 
do a lot of full and half court 
press defense. With a good 
press defense, the Knights 
would be able to put pressure 
on the opposing teams all 
the way up the floor, causing 
disruptions in the passing 
game and slowing down 
potential fast breaks. 

Continued on page 1] 


MacAvoy urges women to 
come out and play 


MacAvoy and the 
Athletic Dept. can 
help if you have any 
issues Joining sports 
teams at NECC 


By MIKE ALONGI 
Sports Editor 

Whether playing or watch- 
ing, sports are a great way to 
come together over a common 
goal: to beat the opposing 
team. 

Unfortunately, some of 
the sports at NECC have had 
trouble filling their rosters. 
Volleyball may not even be 
able to put a competitive team 
out there this year. Students’ 
schedules are full, their re- 
sources are limited, and for 
any number of reasons not ev- 
ery team can draw enough stu- 
dent athletes to the court. 

At NECC, the women’s 
teams -- which include soft- 
ball, volleyball, basketball 
and track and field -- have had 
trouble drawing interest. 

“It’s kind of sad to see the 


potential talent walking all 
around the campus,” said Sue 
MacAvoy, the NECC athletic 
director. “If people are inter- 
ested, they need to come by.” 

Many students may think 
that joining a team is going 
to impact them academically. 
MacAvoy says this just isn’t 
true, pointing out that, often, 
teams come together to study 
as a group. They do this to 
build camaraderie and also for 


out the year, to help with time 
management and_ studying. 
MacAvoy also points out that 
she has all the lists of the vari- 
ous tutors on campus, and she 
is quick to point any student in 
the right direction the minute 
they feel they are having aca- 
demic issues. 

Transportation is another 
big issue among all college 
students, not just student ath- 
letes. Potential athletes may 


It’s kind of sad to see all the potential 
talent walking around the campus. 
- Sue MacAvoy, Athletic Director 
Northern Essex 


rs 


academic support. 

The Athletic Department 
also works with the college 
to put on different workshops 
for student-athletes through- 


feel like they will not be able 
to make it to every practice 
and/or game due to lack of 
transportation. MacAvoy says 
that the NECC shuttle service 


operates throughout both cit- 
ies and travels to both cam- 
puses. It also runs into the 
evening, meaning athletes will 
still be able to get home from 
practice. The NECC shuttle 
is free for anyone with a valid 
NECC ID. 

The main issue, according 
to MacAvoy, is that many ath- 
letes coming from Division 
1 high school athletics in the 
area are burnt out. They don’t 
want to play sports anymore. 

It’s common in highly com- 
petitive high school sports for 
student athletes to lose the 
drive to compete after gradu- 
ating. 

MacAvoy goes on to detail 
how she’s spoken with many 
athletes who simply say they 
played too much between high 
school, AAU teams, and travel 
teams. 

Continued on page 11 
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NECC looks to veteran leaders to 


| New, fast-paced 
offense, press 


| defense being 


employed by the 
Knights 


Continued from page 10 

The Knights will open their 
season Saturday, Nov. 1, 2014 
at New Hampshire Technical 
Institute in Concord, N.H. Af- 


|| ter that, the Knights will play 


| 


nine of their next 14 games on 
| the road, including trips to the 
|| University of Connecticut at 
Avery Point in Groton, Conn. 
and Vermont Tech in Ran- 
dolph Center, Vt. 

The Knights’ first noe 
game will be 10 days later, 
on Nov. 11, against Gateway 
Community College of New 
Haven, Conn. Other home 
games of note are a showdown 
with Roxbury Community 
College of Roxbury, Mass., 
whom the Knights swept in 
two meetings last season, 
on Thursday, Jan. 15, and a 
conference matchup with 
Massasoit Community Col- 
lege on Thursday, Feb. 5. 

Practice hasn’t started 


' yet, but the Knights had a 


All women’s sports are recruiting 


| > Essex has plenty of dedicated 


build chemistry } in 2014 


We’re all looking for a productive, 
winning season and trying to build on last 
year. 

- Chris Corey, Team Captain 
NECC Knights 


meeting to begin the year on 
Monday, Sept. 9 at 4 p.m. in 
room D129 of the Sport and 
Fitness Center of the Haverhill 
campus. 

Twenty prospective players 
attended the meeting along 
with Stratton and Assistant 
Coach Joe Tardif. 

The meeting was mainly an 
orientation to the  pro- 
gram, with the coaches 
collecting physicals for players 
and handing out the rules for 
eligibility and the NJCAA 
Code of Conduct. 

“We’re all looking for a 
productive, winning season 
and trying to build on last 
year,” said Chris Corey, the 
team captain. 

While there are still cuts 
to be made, players who are 


| faculty members who are willing to help any 
_ student-athlete with problems playing sports 


Continued from page 10 

The sports they played 

took up all their free time, and 

they just didn’t want to do it 
| anymore. 

There are many obstacles 


to building teams, but things 
are already beginning to turn 
-around. The creation of the 


softball team shows that there 
are a growing number of 
women who want to compete, 
and after a one-year hiatus, 
the women’s basketball team 
appears on track to come out 
and compete right away. This 
doesn’t mean the battle is over 


The women’s basketball teamis. curren 


the NECC Athletic Dept. 
currently rec rurting p 


players for the 2014 season. Anyone interested in playing 
should contact head coach Brent Bass. 


interested in possibly joining 
the Knights are encouraged 
to contact head coach Darren 
Stratton or assistant coach Joe 
Tardif. 

Their contact information 
can be found on the new Ath- 
letic Department website, ath- 
letics.necc.mass.edu. 

Information on team ros- 
ters (when finalized), sched- 
ules, and game results for the 
Knights can also be found on 
the new website. 

Be sure to come out and 
support the Knights at their 
first home game on Novem- 
ber 11, and stay up to date 
on the team throughout this 
upcoming season. The state 
and regional tournaments 
await. 


by any means, 
but it’s a start. [9a 
MacAvoy ia 

isn’t stopping 
anytime soon, |) 


cruiting 
spreading the 
word about 
college athlet- 
ics. 

Whe ng 
asked how | = 
she appeals to fie 
potential stu- 
dent-athletes, 
MacAvoy 
said, “Just 
like the class- 
es are differ- 


sex.’ 

The softball team plans to 
begin practice for their fall 
scrimmage season this week. 
The basketball team still has a 
tentative schedule for the time 
being. This doesn’t mean that 
students shouldn’t come try 
out, though. MacAvoy and all 
the coaches urge anyone inter- 
ested in playing to contact the 
athletic office as soon as pos- 
sible, or stop by practice any 
time. 


Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
Ryan Grant (in white) goes up for a layup against 


Massasoit Community College last season. 


Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
ent from high school, and the Head softball coach Robert Gillespie address his team at a 
school is different, so are the practice last season. The Knights are looking for a big 
sports here at Northern Es- season after getting the program off the ground in 2013. 
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Just like the classes are different from high 
school...so are the sports here at Northern 
Essex: . 
- Sue MacAvoy, Athletic Director 
Northern Essex 
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all is fast arriving at NECC 
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AND THAT'S JUST FINE. 
Learn more in One CHUCK at 11AA.OFrg / 
or Call S55 2Z00-/244. 
Pa 
—— ~ Consider investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses carefully before | tin 
2 product and fund prospectuses that contain this and othe 
Read carefully bef " nvesting. TIAA-CREF funds are subje i market 


